DON’T PANIC
Written in large friendly letters

Merton Freshers’ Guide 2022/23
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INTRODUCTION
Hi,
I’m Milo, a second year Economics and Management student
here at Merton. I’m this year’s Social Media and Publications
Officer, otherwise known as ‘Walter de Merton’. That means I’ve
been given the job of writing and improving this guide (blame
my predecessor for any bad jokes) so that you can start off your
time at Oxford well.
For any and all questions about the greatest college at Oxford,
read on. You’ll find information to help you get through your first
week or two, as well as all sorts of important things about college
life and the JCR. I’ve put more work into this than my actual
degree at this point, so if it doesn’t make you laugh that’s on
you.
Make sure to find the Merton JCR Facebook group too,
which you can do by adding the Walter de Merton Facebook
profile – there’ll be lots of info on there all year and it’s pretty
essential that you have access to it! Also follow me on Twitter
– Walter de Merton @MertonJcrHust (and @milodennison) –
and if you have any more questions feel free to get in touch
with me or any of the other JCR Committee members (see
within!).
Milo Dennison
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I promise there aren’t normally
photographers lurking in the Post
room

Introduction

4

Getting
started

Contents

5

WHAT TO BRING
The college provides you with a room for the year, but it's up to you to make it a
home. Packing up essentially your entire life for eight weeks and lugging it halfway
across the country (or further!) can be a slightly intimidating task. Probably better
to bring too much, rather than not
enough - most rooms have barelooking shelves and floors that need
filling and it’s a great opportunity to
express yourself. Oxford does have
hundreds of shops though, so you can
buy almost anything you need within
a ten-minute walk of college. Also
remember, everything does have to
go back with you at some point (I
forgot this to my loss)!
A few minor caveats:
•

•

•

 They came, they saw, they
regretted their life choices

No Blu-tac on the walls. Your
room should have a picture rail
or hooks (and if you’d like more
hooks, you can always ask
Maintenance via the Intranet’s
Service Desk); you can buy
picture-hangers in stationery
shops (e.g. Blackwells).
Noisy or otherwise disruptive
items (such as a keyboard or
guitar amplifier) should be
 Fairy lights never go amiss!
cleared with college first. Just send an
email
to
the
Domestic
Bursar
(tim.lightfoot@merton.ox.ac.uk) – he won’t bite!
If you want a kettle in your room, it must be of the type that automatically
switches off when done. Other electrical cooking items, such as toasters
and microwaves, aren't allowed, due to fire regulations – we don’t want
college to burn down just yet. Don’t worry, you should have access to a
kitchen with these!
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Books
If you study one of the humanities you might have been sent a book list, and
sciences may have recommended textbooks or reading as well. Obviously, you
can always buy books, but you literally never need to. Oxford has endless libraries
with every book you could ever need (and many more). Once you get here, you’ll
get a ‘SOLO’ induction showing you how to find/request books. It can be useful to
bring a couple of A-Level textbooks if you do a proper subject, as you may find
yourself wanting to refresh something you haven’t done for a while.

Sub Fusc
‘Sub fusc’ is the name given to the academic dress at Oxford. You normally have
to wear this for matriculation (see p.13) and your University examinations, and it
consists of:
•
•
•
•

•
•

Plain white collared shirt
Black shoes
White bow tie OR black ribbon
Dark suit with dark socks OR
either dark skirt with black
stockings OR dark trousers with
dark socks
Mortarboard
Gown

 My only ask is that the posing is better than
this

Where to buy it?
The freshers’ site on the College Intranet should have info about various places in
Oxford to get hold of sub fusc, from whom you’ll probably soon receive marketing.
Don’t worry, I’m not expecting you own a mortarboard just yet – most people
tend to go and buy theirs with friends in Freshers’ Week.
When to wear it?
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Full academic dress is rarely worn, only for matriculation (more on that later) and
exams, but your gown will get a lot more use – at Merton, gowns are worn at
Formal Hall (one of the two options for college dinner).

A Quite Comprehensive List of Suggested Items to Bring and Handy Hints
* = These items are especially useful
Official Items

Personal items

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Funding and loans paperwork*
Passport*
Bank details*,cards*,money
NHS and National Insurance cards
Medical details*
Passport photos*
Some form of ID* – e.g. driving
licence, proof-of-age card

Room items
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Sheets, pillows, duvets*
Alarm clock*/radio
Desk lamp
Drawing pins for the notice-board
Cutlery, crockery, mugs, glasses
Tea towels (hint: wrap crockery
in tea towels when packing to
prevent chips/breakages)
Washing-up liquid and cloths
Laundry equipment* (detergent,
large bag, etc.)
Mini-Fridge (hint: get one that
runs quietly, or, better still,
silently)
Kettle
Music system – speakers,
headphones, mp3 player
dock/charger, CDs etc.
Photographs from home
Computer equipment and wires
Mobile phone and charger*
Tea, coffee, cereal and other
food/drink
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•
•
•
•
•

Dressing gown and PJs*
Slippers
Toiletries (toothbrush!) *
Towels*
Shavers, razors*
Small medical kit (painkillers may
come in handy)
Stationery and notebooks*
Relevant A-level notes, books
Stamps, envelopes
Bop costume materials (see Entz
guide)
Condoms/sanitary products
(although you can get these in
college for free)

Clothes* (please don’t forget these,
it won’t be pretty)
• Formal wear – jacket and tie (or
equivalent) for formal hall and for
sub fusc
• Gown, mortarboard – buy them
when you get here
Other
• Bike, bike lock, helmet, reflective
gear, lights – register your bike
with the lodge when you get here,
and they’ll tell you where your
nearest bike shed is
• Sports equipment
• Teddy bear/blanket/general
comfort item
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ACCOMMODATION
1st Year rooms are randomly allocated and are in
two locations both on the main college site – Rose
Lane, and Merton Street. See the map for these
locations. When you arrive a helper will show you
to your room ☺
Here are some sexy pics:

 Rose Lane – where most of the first-year
accommodation is located
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BEFORE YOU ARRIVE
There will be a fair bit of Admin you really need to do – just keep an eye out for
emails from Merton email addresses and try and do things they ask fairly
promptly.
Probably the two most important links (and bits of info in this guide) are these –
the college intranet site, and the JCR, or Junior Common Room (that’s you and all
other undergraduates) site. Almost all questions and information you could ever
need will be found on these pages, so check them out, and make sure to have a
browse.

MERTON COLLEGE
Oxford’s best college
www.merton.ox.ac.uk

MERTON COLLEGE JCR
Merton’s best common room
www.mertonjcr.org

Intranet
This site has a lot of useful info and instructions regarding accommodation,
medical registration, and finances etc. There should also be a handy ‘to do’ list,
which should help you keep track of all the administrative tasks there are to wade
through.
JCR Website
http://www.mertonjcr.org is, as the name suggests, the website of the Junior
Common Room. Here you will be able to access a (hopefully) more readerfriendly array of information about the college, created by members of the JCR.

SQUIRREL!
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THE FIRST DAY
Actually Arriving
Please make sure you arrive. This is very important. Don’t forget.
UK Freshers need to arrive on Monday 3rd October – you’ll be given either a
morning or afternoon slot in which to arrive, but exciting things start from c. 5pm
so definitely be here by then. Directions can be found on the below. International
students may be permitted to arrive earlier than normal this year – please look
out for an email from College if this applies to you.
The academic year is divided into three terms:
Michaelmas (October – December)
Hilary (January – March)
Trinity (April – June)
Each term consists of 8 weeks, which begin on Sundays (oddly enough) and are
referred to as 1st – 8th Week. There is also a 0th Week at the beginning of each
term, during which you can return to Oxford early (and scramble to do the work
you were meant to do over the vacation). Freshers’ Week will be 0 th Week in the
academic calendar. So your first day will be Monday of 0th week. Simple, right?
Once you’re here…
The first day at Merton actually contains one of the toughest challenges you will
face during your time here – navigating the centre of the city by car. Oxford is not
very car-friendly, as vehicles were not considered by 10th century town planners.

My advice:
Google maps – ROSE LANE – this will get you to car parking and friendly Merton
helpers. Here’s a screenshot of where you’re aiming:
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Once you're at your room, everything's up to you. Unpack (or get your parents to
unpack), put the kettle on, get to know your new neighbours, and dive into college
life.
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FRESHERS’ WEEK
You’ll get your hugely exciting
timetable for this at some point – sadly
College and the entz (entertainment)
reps organise it rather than me, so it
will only be quite fun. Some
compulsory and boring admin talks
from college, some important things
like
consent
workshops,
and
admittedly rather a lot of very fun
socialising events (both drinking and
non-drinking).

I’ll be honest, I did not spend much
of my freshers’ week drinking tea.
Oxford Freshers’ Fair
A highlight of the week: here
you find information about every
University club and society such
as all sports teams, newspapers,
or subject societies. It’s not just
those though, there are over
300 – from the OU Real Ale
Society to the Oxford Guild of
Assassins. If anything even
The poster for your freshers fair - it’s going to be great!
slightly interests you, just put
your email address down. There’s no pressure for further commitment – the
societies expect some people to lose interest once term begins. If nothing else,
you can be like me and feel super popular with your weekly emails from 100
societies you’ve never actually made it to. Last year it was held in University
Parks and Dominos were there handing out free pizza, so that’s also a good
incentive to go!
The Admission Ceremonies:
The Merton admission ceremony - this will take place in the college chapel during
Freshers’ Week. During the ceremony, your name and subject will be called, you
write your name in a book and (despite it feeling like the kind of moment in which
I would expect a sorting hat to be placed on my head) that really is it! Your
admission to the college will be followed by a celebratory meal in hall. Do not
worry about what will probably be your first formal dining experience at Merton,
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it is equally low-key, but if you would like some tips for formal events at Oxford,
I have included a few later on.
The University admission ceremony this is known as matriculation.
Students are required to matriculate
wearing sub fusc in a ceremony in
the Sheldonian Theatre. There’ll be a
photo of all of you together in college
(and individual photos for your
granny/uncle/dog to put on their
wall), and then off for the ceremony.
Some important bureaucrat says
some Latin and you’re done!
 The actual ceremony isn’t always thrilling
Traditionally once you matriculate you
spend the day having great merriment.
I leave the interpretation of that open to your personal taste.
Don't Panic!
Only a few events are compulsory, and they will all be marked on the timetable,
so you're perfectly free to enjoy Freshers' Week however you want. If the
magnitude of the change gets to you (this will happen to everyone at some point),
help is at hand. Welfare is very strong at Merton, and there will always be someone
you can go to for help (see Welfare later on).
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MAP OF OXFORD

The highlighted path is for walking from Merton to Uni Parks,
a big park, so I’m not entirely sure why a predecessor put it on the map
for this guide, but it will be handy for getting to the Freshers Fair. Rose Lane is
your target!!
Map Key
1. ROUNDABOUT and MAGDALEN BRIDGE – the easiest route to college by
car. Features a Sainsbury’s and a cashpoint, and leads to the suburbs of Cowley
(which features a Tesco, bike shops, and lots of trendy restaurants and bars)
and Iffley Sports ground, home to most Uni Sports
2. RAILWAY STATION – needs no explanation. About 20 minutes’ walk from
college.
3. HOLYWELL STREET – Merton owns several houses along this street, and
you’ll most likely live here in second year. Also, home to popular pubs the Turf
Tavern and the King’s Arms.
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4. THE PAVILION (OR “PAV”) – home to sports, barbecues, and most
importantly, Merton BOPs (partaysssssssssss)
5. BOTANIC GARDENS – a splendid garden, featured in Philip Pullman’s The
Amber Spyglass, and a great place to take someone to (for whatever reason).
Entry is free if you show your University Card.
6. ITALIAMOS – popular Italian deli shop, which does great calzones.
7. HONEY’S ON THE HIGH – handy little newsagent, very useful in emergencies.
8. TAYLOR’S – another popular deli/sandwich shop, with similarly wide range of
fillings.
9. ALFRED STREET NATWEST – nearest cashpoint, and apparently my
predecessor’s favourite because it gives out £5 notes (though not for free).
Other cashpoints are at the Iffley Roundabout, on Queen Street, on Turl Street,
and along Cornmarket and St Giles.
10.WESTGATE SHOPPING CENTRE – big shopping centre featuring lots of
trendy restaurants
11.CORNMARKET – main shopping street, features high-street chains, fast food,
and access to the Oxford Union. Also the home of PLUSH, one of Oxford’s best
clubs.
12.THE COVERED MARKET – traditional butchers/bakers/fishmongers, cafés,
and interesting gift shops.
13.GEORGE STREET – plenty of restaurants, a cinema, Wetherspoon’s, and the
Old Fire Station theatre and nightclub. Leads to popular club Bridge.
14.BEAUMONT STREET – the Oxford Playhouse and Burton-Taylor theatres, and
the Ashmolean Museum.
15.THE PITT-RIVERS AND NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUMS – two of the most
interesting museums in the country.
16.G&D’s – delicious ice cream, with oft-changing flavours on offer. Don’t order
a Sundae if you go on a date with a girl here though, apparently it gives them
the ‘ick’ (so lamented one of my predecessors)
17.BLACKWELLS – the famous bookshop, with a huge sale of secondhand books at the start of term. There is a very nice Café Nero on the
1st floor, popular for working in with students. Nestling in its midst is
cosy late-opening pub the White Horse, of Inspector Morse fame.
18.KING EDWARD STREET – home of popular Mexican takeaway Mission Burrito
19.TURL STREET – Oxfam second hand bookshop, late opening
bar/restaurant the Turl Street Kitchen, and Celebrations fancy dress shop.
20.BODLEIAN LIBRARY (THE BOD) AND RADCLIFFE CAMERA – huge,
ancient, famous University library (linked together by the underground
Gladstone Link). May contain books (in fact, every single one ever
published), and now also home to the History Faculty Library.
21.LITTLE CLARENDON STREET – cocktail bars, another G&D's, and
gateway to the fashionable suburb of Jericho.
22.ST GILES – home to another Tesco and another Sainsbury’s
23.QUEEN STREET – more shops, most notably including an M&S.
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24.AHMED’S – Merton’s favourite kebab van, a staple snack for all Mertonians,
whether rolling out of a club or reeling from an essay crisis. Another popular
(but less good) kebab van, Hassan’s, is on Broad Street, or Fake Ahmed’s, also
on the High Street.
25.PARK END STREET – home to Oxford’s best club, Atik – universally known
to students as ‘Park End’ (2nd best is Bridge, famed for its Bridge Thursdays,
on neighbouring Hythe Bridge Street). Also features some bars and
restaurants.

Getting started | Map of Oxford

17

About
Merton

About Merton | College Knowledge

18

COLLEGE KNOWLEDGE
Even by Oxford standards, Merton is a stunning college. There's a map below, but
you will soon know it inside out anyway. College is arranged into quads – there's
Mob Quad (oldest quad in Oxford University), Front Quad, St. Alban's Quad and
Fellows' Quad. There is also the Grove building, the Rose Lane buildings and North
Lodge at the other end of Fellows’ Garden, with the Finlay building, the OWL library
and Merton Street houses just outside the main site. Most of the quads in college
consist of rooms for either students or tutors. About five minutes' walk away is
Holywell Street, where lots of older years (including yours truly) live, and about
ten minutes away is the Pavilion
With all that the college owns, it's no surprise that you are offered accommodation
for all the years of your course. You'll often see people referring to their rooms in
the form Quad/Street, Staircase/House: Room. Eg. Front Quad, 1:4.
The nerve centre of the college is the lodge, home to our college porters, who are
on duty 24/7. If ever in need, ask the porters anything – you will find that they
know everything there is to know about the college. Next door is the post room,
where you’ll find your pigeon hole or
‘pidge’ to pick up mail. No owls here
sadly. It'll contain various pieces of
information, such as your room
number, when you arrive. Get your
parents/friend/pen-pals to send mail
to Merton College Oxford and it will
appear in this pidge for you to collect.
Also, in the Post Room is the machine
for getting your laundry card (see
 a definitely not staged pic of a student
later section).
‘pidging’ a letter
The lodge's gate closes at 11pm; after this time, you will have to use the ‘Late
Gate’ (on Merton Street, almost opposite OWL) or the ‘North Lodge Gate’
(surprisingly, next to North Lodge) to get into or out of college. You can just about
see them on the map:
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Fun Facilities
The college bar is a good place to go to find life at Merton in the evenings. Drinks
and snacks are served from 6:30pm until 11pm. Many a fine evening can be spent
idling around between the bar and the benches in Front Quad. Upstairs from the
bar is the JCR, a large room open from 8am until midnight that has table tennis
and ludicrously comfortable leather sofas (JCR Meetings, or OGMs, also happen
here). Next to the JCR is the TV room with an obscenely large television (and a
Nintendo Switch), and just outside is Fellows' Garden, a wonderful place to relax
and/or pretend to do some work. In
Trinity (summer) term, college allows
students to play croquet on Chestnut
Lawn (outside Grove). For more
information on the college bar, and
other bars and clubs around Oxford,
it is worth reading the Entz guide
written by our Entz Reps, Joe and
Zander.

Other Facilities
Other facilities include bike sheds (behind the OWL library and in front of North
Lodge) and the music rooms, the key to which you can get at the lodge. There's
also the beautiful college Chapel, which holds services during term time, and is
often used for other musical or dramatic productions.
And, most importantly: Food

https://epos.merton.ox.ac.uk – this is your bible, your page to book meals,
see menus, top up your card, and find meal timings etc.
Merton's food is reputed to be among the best of all the Oxford colleges.
For under £10 a day, you can eat three good meals in Hall.
On most days, there are actually two evening meals. There's Early Supper,
served at 6pm, which is a main course and dessert, and there is also Formal
Hall six days a week, which costs the same as Early Supper but is a full
three course meal, typically served at table, with smart dress and gowns
worn.
There is always a vegetarian option available at lunch and dinner, so no
need to worry if you're a veggie. You can also request Kosher and Halal
meals and specify many other dietary requirements. Brunch, served late
About Merton | College Knowledge
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Sunday morning (good
for food, also good for
catching up post BOPs),
is a cooked breakfast –
delicious. Unlike some
colleges, which operate
a bulk-booking system
whereby you pay a
fixed amount for the
term's
meals,
we
operate a swipe card
system – you top up
your card online and then only pay for the meals you actually eat. You
simply book in for the meals you want before 10.30am on the day before
(two nights before tends to be safer for late risers).

 pure concentration; a culinary wizard at work

There are also facilities if
you want to cook for
yourself. There are a few
kitchens around college, one
of which will be the one
loosely assigned to your
accommodation. There is
also a JCR kitchen in college
which is for the use of the
entire JCR, and has some
communal equipment (a
fridge, pots and pans, a
microwave), but it is a good

idea to bring some of your own things.
IF YOU BRING PANS MAKE SURE THEY ARE INDUCTION OR THEY WON’T
WORK IN A SINGLE MERTON KITCHEN!
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TECHNOLOGY
Bring a computer.
Every room in college has access to the internet and should be covered by the
Eduroam (Wi-Fi) system. If your coverage is unreliable, report it to the IT
Department via it-support@merton.ox.ac.uk. An alternative to Wi-Fi is an
Ethernet cable – a two-metre one will work for your desk and for libraries, and
should probably stretch to your bed (which, you will find, is ideal), but a 10-metre
one would make absolutely sure. If you don’t already have one, you can purchase
them very cheaply from the University IT services at the beginning of Freshers'
Week or from Amazon beforehand.
There is a blanket ban on all P2P software such as Limewire and BitTorrent – just
be sensible.
If you happen not to be very good with computers, don't worry; the procedure for
getting your computer set up and connected is actually very simple, and help will
be on hand if you get stuck. If you have any questions or issues about such
matters, don't hesitate to get in contact with the JCR IT Officer
(jcr.it@merton.ox.ac.uk) for any tech support. If you want to get set up as soon
as possible, write down the MAC address of your computer’s Ethernet connection
on a slip of paper and bring it with you when you arrive.
Computer Rooms
There are also computers provided
around college in the libraries.
Printing facilities are also available in
the libraries, and there's currently no
charge for printing.

About Merton | Technology

23

The JCR

The JCR | What is the JCR?

24

WHAT IS THE JCR?
Merton has three central college bodies – the Senior, Middle, and Junior Common
Rooms. You will usually hear these referred to as the SCR, MCR, and JCR. The
SCR is the body of fellows of the college, the MCR is for postgraduate students
and the JCR is for us, the undergraduates. There is no central University building
(although feel free to misinform any tourists), and the college authorities and
services almost always take precedence in day-to-day life. We're members of
Merton first, Oxford second.
JCR Meetings
The JCR is basically like a Student Union for Merton undergrads. It is essentially
self-governing, with an annual budget. JCR meetings are held every other Sunday,
and all JCR members are invited to eat free pizza and also vote on important
issues. All sorts of matters are discussed at OGMs (more information on the next
page), and every member has the right to propose, scrutinise and vote on
motions. Although it’s possibly not the most glamorous part of life at Merton (hard
to believe, I know), many JCR members find taking an active part in the running
of our community very rewarding, and a lot of people end up getting heavily
involved in meetings.
The JCR Exec and Committee
Every summer, the JCR as a whole elects a new
JCR Executive Committee - the team responsible
for managing and implementing our policies and
taking care of administration. There is also a JCR
General Committee, comprising us mere mortal
committee members, such as Food and Bar Rep,
Ethnic Minorities Rep and JCR Photographer, who
support the Exec by carrying out vital tasks for
the successful running of the JCR. For some
 RON – the JCR mascot.
extraordinary reason Social Media and Publications
Officer is currently not important enough to be considered exec, so I’m stuck on
general committee, but I’m working on it. The
general committee is elected in a rolling
programme, throughout the year, with most JCR
meetings featuring ‘hustings’ (people ask why
you should be this position) for various roles.
Getting involved with the committee is well
worth it, solely for the enjoyable sensation of
wielding power (and making a real change blah
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blah), and freshers are always welcome (and encouraged!) to run for committee
positions.
Keeping Informed about the JCR
It is primarily the responsibility of the JCR Vice President to keep members
informed of what happens at OGMs – look out for emails beforehand, advertising
the hustings and agenda, and afterwards, with the official minutes. If you’re
interested in a committee or Exec position, a good idea would be to chat to the
current person, who is introduced on the JCR website. If you’re really extreme,
you could take a look through the JCR Constitution and Standing Orders (not
recommended bedtime reading, despite their sleep-inducing properties), which
contain the definitive rules for the JCR’s operation, clear descriptions of every post
and the full schedule of elections – again, available on the website.
The OGM
What the hell is an OGM?
An OGM, or Ordinary General Meeting, refers to when all your undergraduate
representatives get together to discuss the issues raised by…you guessed it, you
undergraduates. Oh, and also where we get to have free pizza and drinks (both
alcoholic and non-alcoholic)!
If any of the following seems a bit confusing, there’ll be a mock OGM in freshers’
week so look out for that as it’ll be a good opportunity to learn more about the
JCR.
What happens in an OGM?
Minutes, minutes, minutes. Don’t worry this first bit won’t take long before we
begin in proper with the President’s Business. Your JCR President will update you
on how they’ve been representing your interests in college and on any proposed
changes, before passing on to the JCR Committee to do the same. Listen carefully,
because next you get a chance to ask them questions. This might be anything
ranging from “How DARE you reduce the pizza budget!?” to, “Are you SURE we
want to spend all our reserves on a painting of the JCR president?”.
Next, we move on to hustings and voting for any committee position due to be reelected – have a look at our “Introduction to your JCR Committee” pages to see if
you fancy gunning for any of the roles!
Finally, we conclude with motions which, as the name suggests, is where you
really get the chance to make things move. This might be by getting funding from
the JCR for a project, formally asking college to change an element of their policy
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which you don’t feel is right, or really anything else that passes under the
definition of “a motion”.
So, to sum up, the process is: minutes, updates, questions, hustings and then
motions!

How can I change this thing I care about?
A Motion = a proposed action that needs JCR approval because it will represent
the whole JCR or use JCR funds.
How to Submit a Motion: (honestly just messaging the Vice-pres is easiest, they’ll
walk you through what’s below anyway)
1) Nominate one person as the Proposer of the motion, and another person to
be the Seconder. To be either a proposer or seconder you must be JCR
members and able to attend the OGM you want to raise your motion in.
2) Email your motion to the Vice-President by 6pm 4 days before the OGM.
What will happen at the OGM:
1) The President will read out your motion and then your peers will ask you
short factual questions about what you’re proposing to do.
2) We may now debate the motion, or formal opposition will be raised which
we will also discuss.
3) If you’ve had some opposition there will be a final vote taken by hands in
which you need a simple majority to pass your motion. If you’ve had no
opposition your motion will pass straight away!
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THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
The JCR President – Zakariya Bux
(he/him)
Hi there, and welcome to Merton
College! It’s time to prepare yourself
for joining the college where fun goes
to die (just joking, promise!). I’m
Zakariya, a second year PPE student,
and I’ll be your JCR President during
your first year.
We’re so excited to welcome you into
the college, and we can’t wait to see
you find your own place in our
community. I know how daunting the
start of uni is, but trust me when I say
you’ll find your feet in no time!
Freshers’ week is a bit of a whirlwind,
no doubt – you’ll experience a million
new things for the first time, and you’ll
also have a metric tonne of information chucked at you all at once. Don’t panic
though, this is fine! We all remember exactly what that feels like, and are here
to help whenever you need it. Even if it takes a little longer than one week,
you’ll definitely find your groove, and before you know it Oxford will feel just like
home.
(Un)fortunately for you, my role as President means that you’ll probably be
hearing from me quite a lot. My role on the JCR committee is to work with all the
other members to make sure things are running smoothly; by representing the
undergraduates at the college level, I also make sure that Merton is the best
place it can be for you. If you ever have any issues, concerns, or ideas for
improvement, we’re desperate to hear them – please let me know by email or in
person if there is anything we can do to improve your student experience.
Also, don’t be afraid to get involved in the JCR yourself! The more people come
to OGMs (our fortnightly meetings, with free pizza and drinks!), the better.
We’re really excited to see what impact you’ll have, through taking part in
meetings, and by joining the committee (committee roles open up for election
throughout the year, so there are loads of chances to get involved).
I’m sure I speak for all of the college when I say that we can’t wait to meet you,
and we’re so excited to see how you make your mark at Merton. See you soon!
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Vice President – Lucy Ritter (she/her)
Hi, I’m Lucy- a second year PPEist and your Vice
President for this year!! Congrats on making it
to the best college in Oxford, we can’t wait to
welcome you to Merton, and you should be
really proud of yourselves for getting here.
Please don’t be too daunted- our college
community is incredibly supportive and we’re
really looking forward to meeting you. If you
have a fantastic Freshers week- great! But if you
don’t, try not to worry, you have plenty of time
and opportunity to settle in. You’re going to be given an insane amount of
information, most of which you’ll immediately forget, but you’ll also have an
opportunity to explore both Merton and Oxford and meet a load of new people.
We’re here to help you if you need it, and I’m sure you’ll have adapted to
university life in no time.
My job as VP is to basically barrage you with emails, most of which you’ll end up
ignoring (please don’t, I promise they’re sometimes important). As well as
supporting our brilliant President (he told me to write that), my main jobs will be
compiling the agenda for OGMs, running the Room Ballot, and most excitingly,
organising the Time ceremony, one of the most insane, chaotic Oxford
traditions! I’ll also be sorting out the yearbook and leavers hoodies for finalists,
but you have a long time before you have to worry about that!
Please feel free to contact me about any of the above, before or during term
time, especially the room ballot as it took me like 2 terms to understand how it
actually works. We’d really love for you to all get involved in OGMs this year, so
if you want to pass any JCR motions, run for the committee, or just learn a bit
more about what they actually are, drop me an email. Even if I’m not able to
answer all your questions, I can hopefully pass you onto someone who can.
I can’t wait to meet you all in Freshers week, but until then enjoy your summer,
and start looking forward to what is going to be an eventful, and definitely
brilliant year!!!

Academic Affairs Representative – Soon Minh (she/her)
Hi, my name is Soon Minh (she/her) and I’m your Academic Affairs
Representative for 2022/23! I’m a second-year law student from Singapore and
I did a year at a liberal arts college before coming to Merton. Congratulations on
coming to Oxford!
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As AcAf, I’ll be helping you with the
transition from school to university. Keep an
eye out for study skills sessions and various
events hosted by your subject presidents!
Additionally, I work with the college
librarians and tutors’ committee to create a
conducive learning environment for
everyone, so if you have feedback do let us
know at any point during term.
Oxford can be quite intimidating but bear in
mind that first year is for you to figure out
what studying methods work best for you.
There’s no pressure to get everything done
perfectly or always be on top of your work,
so long as you’re genuinely putting in effort. Resources such as graduate
mentors and book/study grants are available too! I’ll also send out emails on
various career or academic opportunities as they arise.
Please reach out if you’re struggling with the workload or would just like to chat!
I look forward to seeing you around college.
Access & Equal Opportunities Representative – Hajrah (she/her)
Hi, my name is Hajrah (she/her) and I’ll be
your Access and Equal Opportunities Rep
this year. My role consists of two main
parts: firstly, leading the equality
committee and secondly, being part of the
college access committee.
The JCR equality committee is made up of
the fantastic Disabilities, Ethnic Minorities,
Gender, International Students, LGBTQ+
and Social Backgrounds representatives we all work together to make sure Merton is
as inclusive and as diverse as possible, and
to make sure that you have a great
experience, no matter what your
background is. This whole team is especially
dedicated to this, so rest assured we will be
working very hard to ensure you all have a wonderful time at college!
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I’ll also be part of a college committee for access, which involves promoting
Merton college to external organisations like schools for prospective applicants,
organising open days and widening access and participation to less advantaged
students. My job is to make sure Merton is as welcoming as it can be to students
from less advantaged backgrounds, and this will often involve working with
other schools or similar organisations to achieve this.
If anyone has any questions or concerns about any of those things please don’t
hesitate to message me directly on Facebook or even through the
@mertonjcraccess Instagram page. I hope you have a lovely summer and I look
forward to seeing you all in October!
Welfare Rep – Shivanii (she/her)
Hi everybody! I'm Shivanii, and I'm a second year
studying Law with Law Studies in France. I'm
super excited to meet you all and make sure you
have a fantastic first year at the best college! With
the help of the rest of the welfare staff at Merton,
Kieran and I have lots of exciting welfare events
planned out for you guys this term. Notably, we've
scheduled plenty of cool non-drinking events for
Freshers' week (alleged [by us] to be miles better
than the Entz ones) in addition to the termly
welfare week and iconic weekly welfare tea.
If you find yourself worried or stressed about
anything, big or small, please don't hesitate to
come to me for a listening ear and a chat. I am
peer support trained and am here to help you out
so that your first year can be as stress-free as possible! You're also more than
welcome to shoot me an email in advance of term time if you've got any
welfare-ish concerns (jcr.welfare@merton.ox.ac.uk or
shivanii.arun@merton.ox.ac.uk).
See you soon and have a great summer!!
Welfare Rep – Kieran (he/him)
Hi y'all, I'm Kieran (he/him), and I'm a second year studying maths and
philosophy from North Carolina, USA, and also one of your welfare reps for the
2022-23 academic year. First and foremost, I am always here to chat about
whatever may come up. Arriving at university is an enormous change for
everyone, and Shiv, myself, and the rest of the college welfare team will be
around to help if you need support during the transition and any time after. As
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welfare reps, Shiv and I are peer-support trained
and we host drop-in sessions all year. If you ever
want to talk about anything, I can offer a
confidential ear.
Additionally, we'll be organizing welfare events all
year long, including a weekly welfare tea-- come to
enjoy snacks and tea on the JCR! We'll hold other
events throughout the term, especially during
welfare week (5th Week). Join us if you're feeling a
bit overwhelmed, want a break, or just want to get
out and enjoy some fun activities! We are also a
first contact for welfare supplies and information
throughout the year.
There will be loads of activities and information
sessions in fresher's week when I will meet all of
you, but if you have any questions or just want to
talk beforehand, feel free to reach out
(kieran.dewalt@merton.ox.ac.uk). My goal is to help you feel supported and safe
to make the very most out of this year at Oxford.

Entz Rep – Joe (he/him)
Hi! I’m Joe, a second-year Historian somehow still at
Merton to the surprise of many including myself.
Alongside Merton’s chiselled hot piece of ass, Zander,
the two of us will be your Entertainment
Representatives (or Entz reps, as I’ve heard as is said
by the kids on the block) this year, meaning we’ll be
ensuring you all have a fun time here. There’s lots of
events to look forward to, including BOPs (big college
parties), nights out, bar events, film nights, and
many other zany ideas that the two of us come up
with.
We are both here to prove that you can still have a good time while at Oxford,
because believe it or not, we do actually go out. With that in mind, try not to
worry about your first year here; it can be very easy to get stressed, but all that
Zander and I want you to know is that there is a lot of fun to be had alongside
your academic commitments. You may be a seasoned drinker; you may have
never had alcohol or ‘gone out’ before. Regardless, the two of us, alongside the
rest of the JCR, are here to make sure you feel welcome and safe in your time at
Merton.
In the meantime, do go and follow the Entz Instagram (@mertonentz) and feel
free to pop us both a message if you have any questions or mad ideas that
sound great at 3 a.m. over a mouthful of cheesy chips. See you all in Freshers’
Week.

The JCR | The Executive Committee

32

Entz Rep – Zander (he/him)
HEY guys! I’m Zander, a second year English
and French student, and I am SO excited to be
one of your Entz reps this year alongside
Merton’s resident giraffe and fashion god Joe!
We can’t wait to give you guys the most fun
year of your lives here at Merton, and hopefully
pull you away from your work as much as we
possibly can (prelims schmeelims, amirite).
Last year we had a fantastic Entz team who
made our year super fun, and we really will be
working round the clock to ensure that you
guys have as much fun at Merton as we did.
Together, we’re looking forward to introducing
you to all the fun things there are to do in
Oxford, including BOPs (Breach of the Peace)
which are simply the best, as well as bar
nights, the clubs, special formals, and events with
 Zander and Joe going
other colleges. We know that you’ll all make so
absolutely wild
many great memories this year, and I’m so
pumped that Joe and I will be the origin of at least some of those. Feel free to
shoot us a message on the Merton Entz-tagram (@mertonentz) about any funrelated concerns you may have, and I can’t wait to see you all in October!
Treasurer – Jun (he/him)
Heyo, I'm Jun
Congratulations on getting in,
which everyone is going to do so let's skip the
waffle
I’ll be around college (especially hall!) for
any questions, suggestions or just a chat. Feel free
to come up and say Hi. I'm from Malaysia so can
talk to you about rice (Fig. 1), or corgis (not
actually that long a story, ask me!) all day long.
You can think of me as the cashier, or the
Exchequer of the JCR, realistically much closer to a
glorified bank account. Now, for what you're really
reading this for. Want to channel the JCR budget
into what you want? Pass a motion at the OGMs
(which somehow benefits the JCR) and get it!
Genuinely happy to talk about anything to anyone, from serious to the incredibly
childish. For your information, in serious conversations, I mostly just listen,
which is up to you to decide if you like or not. I will try to never: give you up, let
you down, run around, desert you, make you cry, say goodbye, tell a lie or hurt
you.

The JCR | General Committee

33

THE GENERAL COMMITTEE
Social Media and Publications Officer (aka Walter de Merton) – Milo
Dennison
Walter is responsible for the JCR social media accounts – but more importantly,
the venerable publication of great repute that is the Merton Chronicle. What is the
Merton Chronicle? Is it Oxford’s premier student publication? No. Is it Merton’s
premier student publication? Probably not even that. Think tabloid gossip rag
mixed with Private Eye. Published a couple of times a term, the Merton Chronicle
is an irreverent look at whatever funny, silly and downright stupid things the
students of Merton have been getting up to. You’ll view it as an honour if you ever
make an appearance in its hallowed pages!

Crucially though, Walter is dependent on YOU for your intelligence about what
has been going on in your year/friendship groups. In the coming weeks, you’ll
receive a friend request from Walter on Facebook – please accept! And throughout
the year, message Walter with any funny stories/pictures/quotations which you
have heard of. Without your contributions, the Merton Chronicle can’t function.
Finally, if you ever want to write anything for us please get in touch – we’re always
looking for new people to join the team (bonus points if you think you’re far too
funny for your own good). Who knows – it could be the start of your brilliant career
in journalism (it won’t be, but it could).
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Disabled Student’s Rep and Suspended Students Rep – Ella Caulfield
Hi, I’m Ella, I’m the JCR Disabled Students’ Rep, I’m
a 3rd year mathematician and I’m blind - I also have
a guide dog called Rio!
I represent Merton undergraduates with any form of
disability to the JCR and college; disability covers
any physical or sensory conditions, chronic illnesses
and mental health conditions, social communication
disorders, specific learning difficulties and anything
else of that ilk that makes living and studying that
bit trickier. You can talk to me at any time if your
support isn’t working out, if you think you have an
undiagnosed disability or anything disability/access
related, and I’ll do what I can to support you in your
situation - whether pointing you towards official
services or just being there as a supporter and
advocate. I work to make the JCR and college more aware of disability and access
issues, as well as putting on a few social events where we can chat/rant about
disability issues.
If you would like to talk to a current student who might share some of your
experiences, I coordinate the disability mentoring scheme so can put you in touch
with one of our great mentors. My door and inbox will always be open if you ever
need to talk and Rio and I really look forward to meeting you when you arrive in
college!
As Suspended Students’ Rep, I advocate for the interests of any Merton
undergraduate who is considering suspension, is currently suspended, or is
returning from time away. Suspension - or rustication - is the process of taking a
year out of your studies at Oxford to manage other things going on in your life,
which are usually health or welfare related, it’s also not particularly uncommon.
It is likely to be a tricky and daunting time, so I’m here as a trained peer supporter
to be able to talk to confidentially and hopefully give you information to help make
your decisions. I’ll be circulating a guide to suspension once term starts, and if
you ever have questions, please get in touch and I’ll do my best to find answers
for you.
Congratulations for getting your place here! I hope that you’ll have an amazing
time, just know there’s always support around if anything gets a little tough.
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Arts Rep and Environment Rep – Aryaman Gupta
Hello! I'm Aryaman, a third-year student whose
subject is a matter of much uncertainty, speculation
and tears. I'm both the Arts and Environment
representatives for the JCR, as you will realize when
I accidentally send emails for the one with my
address for the other. As Arts rep, I am responsible
for holding all the arts events for the term, helping
anyone who has any arts-related ideas for clubs or
anything, and managing (along with Anna Stephen)
the Merton Floats. As Environment rep, I try to
ensure that the college does whatever it can to
improve its environmental impact, raise awareness about these issues, and try
to enable direct student engagement with such things through, for example,
trying to see if the college needs student volunteers for its environmental
projects.
When I am not doing my degree(s) or JCR stuff, I like to write, read, draw,
watch films or go on walks in random directions unbeholden to any reason or
justification.
College Jester – (Events Photographer) – Benjamin Atkinson
I'm Benjamin, and I take photos at BOPs and other
events involving the JCR. If you're organising something
that falls under that umbrella, just hit me up and I'll
photograph for you if I can (food always appreciated). I
can also film, but not very effectively!

Facebook: Merton JCR Photography
Gender Equality Repr – Lottie Tellyn
Hi! I'm Lottie (she/her) and I'm a second-year PPEist
and your 2022-23 Gender Equalities Rep. First of all congratulations on your Oxford offer! It's a huge
achievement and you should celebrate it! However,
moving to uni can be daunting as well as exciting, which
is why all the wonderful people on the JCR welfare team
are here to support you. It's my job to help you feel
comfortable here at Merton regardless of your gender
identity and offer support whenever it's needed. I'll also
be organising events, like an International Women's
Day formal (keep an eye out for that in Hilary Term!)
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and other exciting things. I'm also your port of call if you need to talk about any
gender-related issues (as well as our wonderful LGBTQIA+ rep, Imogen). Support
is always in confidence and I will do my best to help you out however I can. You
can always contact me at jcr.gendereq@merton.ox.ac.uk, or message me if you
need to talk (or just need someone to chat to). Congrats on your place once again
and I can't wait to meet you in October!
LGBTQ+ Rep – Imogen Graham
My name is Imogen (they/them) and I’m your
LGBTQIA+ Rep, as well as a peer supporter. I see
my role as having two main parts: celebration and
support. I strive to foster the community of queer
and questioning people within Merton (and the
wider university!) and to celebrate the events
important to us, such as Pride History Month, to
ensure that every LGBTQIA+ Mertonian is not only
included but recognised and proud. I am also
responsible for advertising and assisting in your
use of resources and services for queer students
such as Merton’s Gender Expression Fund. Moreover, I am peer support trained
and Rainbow peer support trained, which means I am able to help you out, no
matter the size of the issue, no matter your identity. Finding your place as a queer
person in a new setting can be daunting, but Merton is the perfect, welcoming
place to do this, and it would be my pleasure to do any small thing to make this
easier.
Food and Bar Rep – Susie Barrows
Hey I’m Susie, a third-year English student,
and I’m your Food and Bar rep! I’m essentially
your first point of call for anything related to
eating in Hall or drinking in the Bar (e.g. any
issues with dietary requirements or just
general suggestions/queries, as well as helping
to organise special dinners/bar events). More
importantly, I’m your really fun and cool
(hopefully – ed. She’s not) host for the event
of the fortnight - the JCR bar quiz. Expect a
range of questions and rounds, including but
not limited to: Does It Float?, Finish the Dad
Joke, Vine Round, and many, many more
where those came from. I also organise some bar nights throughout the term
such as karaoke, dress up nights, and other themed events alone or in
collaboration with other committee members. You’ll know about these as soon
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as possible though, as your Facebook feed will be blessed with awful photoshops
of Walter de Merton according to whatever the theme is for that event.
Excited to meet you all and see you at the bar quizzes (gotta start the
advertisement early)!

Social Backgrounds Rep – Charlie Rand
Hi, I’m Charlie (they/she), a second year PPEist with
a conscience (or a bit of one, anyway). I like to play
the violin, go to archery classes, and distract
Zakariya - our wonderful president - from the work
we should both be doing.
As your social backgrounds rep, I’m here to help you
with any concerns you have during your transition
into oxford and throughout term time, and I support
working class, low income, state schooled, and firstgeneration students, as well as care leavers and
estranged students. As someone who ticks four of
those boxes, I’m an understanding student port of
call for concerns that may arise due to coming from
less represented social backgrounds, and I can
support you in finding the right people to contact
regarding issues surrounding finance, academic and
pastoral support. I’m happy to help you if you fall into any one of these
categories, and endeavour to support those who don’t, but are still looking for
support in attaining bursaries or other help that falls under the scope of my role.
Feel free to contact me with any questions, worries or anything else regarding
social backgrounds at jcr.backgroundsrep@merton.ox.ac.uk, big or small! Look
out for an email from me coming your way with upcoming events, and
information to help you start your term on the right foot :)

Welfare Helpers – Jana Nedelkoska and Gabby Murray
Hi there! I'm Jana (she/her), a third year
Classicist and one of your Welfare
Helpers this year. I have quite a lot of
welfare experience since I was the
Welfare Officer last year and have been a
Peer Supporter for the past 4 years. I'll
be there to help your wonderful Welfare
Reps this year, so you'll see me at
welfare teas and other welfare-y events.
I'm always here for a chat, whether it's
welfare related or you want to talk about boring classics things as well. Although
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I can't promise I have much third year wisdom, I can promise to always be a
warm presence and a friend you can go to. I can't wait to meet you all this term
and I hope you have a wonderful first year experience.
Heya, I’m Gabby, a second year Classicist and
your Welfare Helper for Michaelmas Term! I’ll
be out and about so you can find me around
college or trying to be oxlovable on
Cornmarket Street... If I’m not very visible
then you’ll probably find me deep in the library
prepping for mods, fun! I love to read,
girlbossgaslightgatekeep and listen to
whatever song is stuck in my head on any
given day, besides that I also love Liverpool,
my hometown and my dog (I have an arsenal
of puppy pictures ready to go). Basically I’ll be
a familiar face and I’m not evil so if you need
comfort, support, a big ole rant or any other
form of welfare I am definitely here for that. I
held the Welfare Helper role in Trinity term
and have welfared at enough bops to be prepared for anything, so don’t worry
about reaching out! I’m here, big and little issues. Aside from all that, I am
actually fun to talk to, so if you’re simply needing a friend but don’t need any
welfare related convos, I would say I’m not the worst person to start with.

International Students Rep – Gauri Kumar
Hi! I’m Gauri, a second year History and English
student, and your International Students’ Rep this year
I’m here to help you with all the aspects of moving
and living abroad, whether that’s information on visas,
helping you navigate bank accounts and phone plans,
or just trying to adjust to British weather. As well as
practical support and information, I’ll be organising
cultural events so that you can celebrate what matters
to you with the wider Merton community, and I’m here
to provide any emotional support you might want.
Being so far away from home is tough, but I promise
that you’ll be so happy with your decision to come here, and the whole welfare
team will be there for you every step of the way! Congratulations on your offers,
I can’t wait to meet all of you!!
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IT Officer – Joe Bell
Hi! I’m Joe (he/him), a second year Physics and
Philosophy student, and this year’s IT
(Information Technology) Officer. I have the
incredibly exciting job of maintaining the website
and JCR mailing list, as well as relaying any
comments or issues you might have with
technology at Merton to the College, so if you
have any questions about IT at university, don’t
hesitate to get in touch! I’d also love to hear any
feedback or requests for the JCR website; as a
general rules fanatic, if I can do anything to
demystify JCR procedure, I’d be very happy to
help.
Sports Rep and Admiral of the Fleet – James
McCulloch
Hi, I’m James, a second-year biologist, and I
assume I’m going to be put at the top of the list
of committee members because I indubitably
have the most taxing and important role at
Merton (ed. He assumed wrong). I oversee
everything to do with sports, at both college and
university level, so if you’re in any way sportsinclined (or would like to be), get in touch! As well
as pointing you in the direction of relevant teams
and resources, I’ll also facilitate applications to
Merton’s university level sports fund, from which
you can get money towards your subs and other
sports-related expenses.
Not only that, but I also have the flashy title of Admiral of the Fleet, which
serves to increase both my ego and the power I wield on the committee. It also
means I’m responsible for Merton’s veritable armada: the three punts, four
kayaks, and the canoe. In other words, Merton has a more powerful navy than
Costa Rica, and I’m in charge (mwahaha). You too can become a naval officer by
booking out one of these vessels during Trinity term via the Merton intranet, but
feel free to direct any questions to me!
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Work? Ughhhh
BOPs and cups of tea aside, I probably should remind you that we are all
supposedly here to get a degree. This is Oxford; indeed this is Merton College,
Oxford, one of the highest achieving colleges till I arrived. I’m afraid this does boil
down to quite a lot of hard work.
But don’t panic! Both Oxford and Merton are renowned for their (truly amazing)
academic provision, and I’m sure you’ll enjoy whatever course you’re taking
(particularly if it involves economics, but I’m a tad biased). You should do a
reasonable amount of work to get you through your first year, but you won’t have
to do so much that you can’t feel a part of our community. Use the intelligence
that got you here to strike a sensible work-life balance. Don’t worry if you do find
it difficult at first – it is Oxford, after all. It’s worth trying to settle down quickly
into your own work pattern. At University you won’t have a structured timetable
for each day, you have considerably more free time than at school, and will have
to motivate yourself to meet deadlines. Everyone approaches work in different
ways – whether you prefer late-night
epics in libraries, or slow, bite-size
chunks – try to find what works for
you. Bear in mind that terms are only
eight weeks long, and it’s best to get
into a rhythm sooner rather than later.
Teaching at Oxford is a mix of lectures,
classes, seminars, labs, and the
famous tutorial. Tutorials can be
pretty intimidating at first as Oxford
tutors are at the very forefront of their respective fields, but they were
undergraduates once too, so get stuck in. If you’ve been given a reading list, it’s
a good idea to get through at least some of it before coming up, to grasp some
basic knowledge about the topics you’ll be studying in first year. Above all, try to
read what is relevant to what you will be studying in your first term – you may
want to ask your college parents for their recommendations.
The main thing about work is: don’t worry. College saw something in you when
they made you an offer, so you’re more than capable of thriving here – if you need
to reach out for a little extra help or support (whether from welfare, your tutors
or your peers) it will always be given without judgement.
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In terms of facilities, Merton is very well equipped for all your studying needs.
There are two college libraries (the OWL and one in Mob Quad). They also have
computer rooms with free printing facilities.
I should mention the small issue of exams. You’ll have collections (college exams)
at the start of most terms (your first should be in 0th Week Hilary, aka January) –
these are really quite informal, and honestly nothing to worry about. Meanwhile,
University exams (Mods or Prelims, at the end of your first year, or at the end of
Hilary if you’re a lawyer, or halfway through your second year if you do Classics)
are somewhat more important, but they don’t count towards your final degree
class. Eventually you’ll have Finals, which do actually count to your degree.
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A DAY IN THE LIFE
A Day in the Life Of… A Science Student
Hi! My name is Hermione, and I’m a third-year biologist.
Firstly, I want to say a massive congratulations on
gaining a place and for ending up at the best college in
Oxford! Merton is such a welcoming and friendly
community, and I am sure you will get settled and feel
right at home in no time. Us scientists tend to have a
much more structured timetable than the humanities
students. Although this may mean we might have to get
up a bit earlier and need to be somewhere specific for
more of the time, it also means we are (potentially) less
susceptible to the distractions of University life and it
also helps to make the leap from a regimented school
routine slightly less drastic.
At first, the tutorial system may seem, somewhat, daunting as the workload is
quite a step up from A level. However, you soon realise everyone is in the exact
same position and you very quickly find a routine that allows you not only to
efficiently tackle your workload but also allows you plenty of time to enjoy any
extracurricular activities you may want to take part in or to just give yourself some
chill time.
To give you a practical idea of what a science student’s life is like, I thought I
would tell you what goes on in a typical day in my life (however, I must emphasise
that the specifics of my timetable do vary quite substantially from week to week
and term to term):
7.50am: Alarm goes off, snooze it at least twice (unless I am rowing that morning
in which case my dreaded alarm would have sounded considerably earlier).
8.15am: Finally heave myself from bed and then frantically get ready for the day
and tell myself I will get up earlier tomorrow... I never do. I usually eat breakfast
in my room – I found bringing a mini fridge was really useful as I am often running
too late to make it to a kitchen or the hall in time.
8.45am: Meet the other biologists at the lodge to walk to our first lecture (takes
about 10-15 mins to get to “science land” i.e. South Parks road).
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9.05am: Attend first lecture. You will be given handouts at the beginning of each
lecture so all you really need to take with you is a pen – I highly recommend
annotating the handouts because often the lecturers say extra useful stuff that
isn’t on their PowerPoints and it also helps you stay focused and awake if nothing
else.
11.00am: Some days you might be done with regard to timetabled specifics at
this point and the rest of the afternoon can be spent working on assignment but
more often than not you will have a few more contact hours to go (e.g. tutorial,
labs or sometimes more lectures).
12.00pm: Either I grab lunch at college with some friends (for £3.64 you can get
an absolute feast including a hot meal, soup and a desert, so college lunch is often
a great shout) or I pick up something in town depending on where I am and what
I have to do that afternoon.
12.00-5.00pm: Attend labs about twice a week (and in 2nd and 3rd term some
additional statistic computer sessions also take place).
Whatever, I have to do in the day I will always be back in college and free to do
as I please by about 5 o’clock. My evenings vary quite a bit but usually involve a
bit more work and then some down time with friends whether this be cooking
together, heading to hall for a formal or just chatting over a drink in the bar.
To finish I just wanted to reiterate what an achievement it is to have been awarded
a place and what an exciting time you have ahead of you.
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A Day in the Life Of… An Arts Student
Hi! I’m Bahar, an incoming third year History & English
student. I’m here to set the record straight: if you’ve
heard that humanities students have no real work to do,
then you’ve pretty much heard correctly. 2-4
tutorials/classes a week, 3 essays a fortnight, optional
lectures – our minimal contact hours leave us with too
much time on our hands and endless reading lists to
tackle. But don’t worry! After two years of trial and
error, I’ve developed the definitive guide on how to be
a semi-functioning humanities student.
Bear in mind also that this ‘Day in the Life’ developed from two years of Covid
regulations (see also: mental exhaustion) and different levels of online teaching
and events, making it even less rigidly structured. For example, we haven’t really
had to plan our days around attending in-person lectures, since they are readily
accessible online. As such, you may find that with more and more in-person
provisions, time management becomes easier. Just a disclaimer so my timetable
doesn’t look too pitiful…
09:30AM – Alarm goes off.
10:30AM – Still ringing.
11AM – Get up. Shower. Realise I’ve booked lunch in hall and rush there for 12PM.
12PM – 1:30PM – Dump my bag in one of Merton’s libraries. Eat lunch in hall and
spend too much time complaining about fast-approaching essay deadlines.
1:30PM – 3:30PM – Spend time in Mob or OWL library reading and taking notes
for said upcoming essay.
3:30PM – coffee break/walk/go and sit in the TV room and procrastinate.
4PM – 6PM – Back to the library for more reading. Deadlines tend to be either in
the evening, so on essay-writing days this is when it gets stressful.
6PM – Leave library either with a submitted essay or an extension (tutors are
generally very nice about these). Either get dinner in hall or go back home and
cook.
7:30/8PM onwards – Pretend more work is going to get done. Give up and go to
college bar instead.
11PM – get persuaded to go to Bridge.
3AM – return from Bridge.
Hour-long tutorials can slot into this schedule at any time – I’ve had them as early
as 09:30AM and as late as 4PM. The same goes for classes and seminars which
usually last 1.5-2 hours. In all seriousness, it can be difficult to approach an Oxford
humanities degree centred largely on independent work. But the flexibility has its
advantages, allowing you to figure out how you learn and work best. So enjoy it,
and good luck!
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FUN
Whatever your interests, you’re bound to find someone else who shares them
somewhere! At the Freshers’ Fair you’ll be harangued by sportsmen, musicians,
actors, writers, politicians and goodness knows who else, all wanting you to take
part in their favourite activities. There is also a mini Merton Freshers Fair for
sports/societies specifically for Mertonians. Here I’ve provided you with a taste of
what you can get involved in:
Sport
Sport at Oxford is split into 2 tiers, College Sport, and University Sport. University
Sport is, as you’d expect, more competitive and intense, whilst college sports are
open to all.
Sport at Merton is well catered for – check out the JCR website
(https://www.mertonjcr.org/sports-societies) for all the college sports teams on
offer. Sport varies in terms of commitment; some teams will train once or twice a
week with a weekly fixture, while other teams will just play matches. Merton
sports teams play both in the University-wide leagues (against other college
teams) and in ‘Cuppers’ – a knockout college tournament. Most of the big teams
(11+ players, e.g., Football, Cricket, Rugby) join forces with Mansfield (to create
‘M&M’ teams), but small teams (Netball, Squash) are Merton only. If you’re keen
to play a sport (or try it out for the first time!) talk to the captains at the Merton
freshers fair (or message them or me at any time, it’s not a case of missing the
boat if you don’t sign up at the start of the year).
The JCR also has provisions for helping
cover
serious
University
players’
expenses (this happens in Trinity term)
– so don’t worry about the hefty
subscription fees if you do play sport for
Oxford.
You’ll also have the opportunity to try
out rowing and coxing for Merton
College Boat Club. Each year a huge
chunk of freshers (that’s you) try out rowing for the first time, and loads discover
they absolutely love it. MCBC has a great community (and not just because I’m
part of it), with lots of fun socials, so it can be a great way to stay fit, enjoy some
sport and meet new people if you’re looking for something to get you out of bed
in the morning.
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Drama
At
Merton
you
have
great
opportunities to get involved in
drama, whether you’re a deputyassistant stage manager, or a
budding Hamlet. Oxford drama can
be a complex and confusing world at
times, but there are a few Mertonian
thesps who will be happy to help you
get going. Your best starting-point is
the first year’s drama competition, Cuppers, in which you produce your own 30minute play at a week-long University-wide festival at the end of your first term
– no previous experience is necessary. As well as the artistic and technical work,
there is also a great social life to college drama; it’s a great way to form strong
friendships with older students, postgraduates, and people from other colleges. If
you’re interested, look out for the Floats in Freshers’ Week.

Politics
The politics scene at Oxford is rich and varied, catering for all political persuasions.
All three major political parties have equivalent student societies that meet
regularly for debates and invite speakers from their respective parties. The other
major political body at University level is the Oxford Union, which provides
excellent formal debating opportunities for all abilities as well as political
backstabbing of the sort usually reserved for Westminster. There are also a wide
variety of speakers who are invited, coming from all sorts of professions, not just
confined to the political sphere. Membership is c. £250 but it is for life (and there
is also an Access Life Membership rate). Finally, within Merton itself, the college
has its very own politics society, the Neave Society, which is Merton’s very own
debating society. Named after one of our many famous alumni (although perhaps
by the time you get this not our most famous political alumni…), traditionally they
discuss topics with a political slant, but over the last two years we’ve covered
education, the arts, gender equality, the media, and terrorism. Neave Society is
totally informal and only open to Mertonians, so it’s a very friendly atmosphere,
complete with wine and biscuits. In the past we’ve also hosted political speakers
and hope to have a few more over the next year!

Journalism
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The University has two good student papers, the Oxford Student (‘OxStu’) and the
Cherwell both of which have won national awards. There is also the more recent
Blue but I hear that’s more of a blog. There are also plenty of smaller journals to
get involved with, ranging from the University-wide gossip magazine The Tab to
the intellectual arts magazine The Isis, to the satirical Oxymoron. Or, alternatively
(and this is a personal appeal), you could take a more hands-on approach, and
engage in creating amusing stories for the Merton Chronicle. As someone who’s
involved in lots of student journalism myself (hint: OxStu is the paper to read –
OxYou is the best satire section around), I can highly recommend taking the
chance to write for a publication even if you’ve never done so before – it can be a
great opportunity to get your opinions out there or have some fun.
Charity
Oxford's charity scene is thriving and there is certainly something for everyone's
interests and time constraints. If you're looking to get involved then consider
running to be the JCR Charities rep!
Arts
Merton, and the wider University in general, has a thriving arts scene, which is
open to anyone who wants to participate. Within Merton there is the strong music
society, as well as the recently created poetry and fine arts societies. There is also
the annual arts festival in Trinity term, during which Merton is transformed and
Mertonians get the chance to show off their artistic talent in any form, including
poetry, visual arts and dance. Outside Merton, there are societies for practically
every artistic activity imaginable, and if a society for your favourite pastime
doesn’t exist, you can create it yourself! You can often find funding from the JCR
to help with setting up costs and so on.
Religion
There are many churches in Oxford,
as well as the Merton Chapel, which
is led by the Chaplain, Simon. It is
Anglican in affiliation but open to
everyone, regardless of faith or lack
thereof. In Oxford there are many
student societies and places of
worship for other faiths. Catholic,
Methodist,
Reform,
Orthodox,
Quaker, and other churches can be
found in the area, and there exists a thriving Jewish community with orthodox,
liberal and Masorti services, and JSoc. There are also a number of mosques (and
Halal supermarkets and restaurants), and the OU Islamic Society; as well as
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provision for Buddhists, Sikhs, Hindus, Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Baha’i
community. There are also student societies for atheists, agnostics, and
secularists.
Music
Merton College Music Society welcomes musicians of all abilities to enjoy
performing and conducting in an informal environment. The Music Society
maintains an orchestra and a choir in addition to providing recital opportunities,
support, information, and publicity for smaller groups inside Merton.
Orchestra:
The Fidelio Orchestra is a collaboration between Merton and University Colleges
and is a non-auditioning orchestra that tackles an exciting variety of repertoire
and tasty snacks. The orchestra rehearsal times this year are TBC, but we will be
available at the Merton Freshers’ Fair, so come along and sign up!
Kodály Choir:
The Kodály Choir is the oldest non-auditioning choir in Oxford. Everyone is
welcome regardless of ability. Our line-up includes first-time choral singers
alongside members of the prestigious College Choir, all of whom come together
to enjoy singing a wide range of repertoire from ancient church music to more
contemporary works.

Outside Merton there is a thriving music scene, centred around the Oxford
University Music Society. As well as two full orchestras, there is a huge variety of
other University-wide bands, choirs and ensembles, catering to every musical
taste!
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TIPS AND ADVICE FOR FORMAL EVENTS
When we sat down at our first formal meal in hall there were 7 pieces of cutlery
and I had no idea what each was supposed to be used for. Turns out you’re
supposed to eat with the outside cutlery first - who knew?! Spoiler alert: your
bread roll is the one on the left.
Top tips for formal hall:
•

•

•

•

•

As with all the best events, it’s
BYOB (bring your own booze
aka drink) so go grab Tesco’s
£5est bottle of wine*
Unlike the canteen-style setup
of lunch and dinner, food is
served to you by the lovely hall
staff.
Get there early to make sure
you’re sitting together - aim for
15 minutes before the designated start time.
You can reserve a place by crossing the cutlery over the placemat – to be
used when your friend is running late, not to book out half a table for an
event! (you can do that by emailing hall).
Grace (a prayer) is always read before formal begins - someone on the high
table will bang a gavel, you stand up (careful of the benches!), Grace is
read, then you sit down. Occasionally a second Grace is read after the meal
has finished; you don’t need to stand for this.

Aside from laughing at my incompetence, one of the biggest bonding moments
in freshers’ week was going to my neighbours’ rooms to see what they were
going to wear for the night’s event. Thankfully none of us ever got kicked out of
the JCR for wearing jeans to the black-tie night, but it’s always helpful to have a
little reference for some outfit inspiration, so here you go…
*other drinks/supermarkets are available I haven’t been sponsored (but get in touch to discuss future
opportunities – college aren’t paying me to write this ://)
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Formal:
Dress for formal at Merton doesn’t have to be anything too
much; a jacket & tie (or equivalent) is as smart as you need to
go. Dark jeans and a nice top can work, as well as
skirts/jumpsuits/trousers etc. Just think - you’re going for a nice
meal so wear what you’d wear if going to a nice restaurant! The
only difference is that gowns should always be worn for formal.

Black tie:
This varies depending on the event. Dinner jacket, white shirt, black bow tie and
suit trousers are a classic, but if that’s
not your cup of tea there are plenty
of other options. Generally, think
wedding vibes so pretty fancy, but
things like nice jumpsuits or trousers
are fine. Dresses can be floor length
(more common for balls), mid-calf or
short cocktail length, depending on
what you feel comfy in! You can
guarantee that there’ll be a range of
styles so it’s really not too restrictive.

White tie:
The fanciest events you can go to are white tie events, and at Oxford some balls
will require white tie. Here in addition
to a white shirt, a white waistcoat and
bow tie are worn, with a black tailcoat
over the top. The alternative to a suit
here is a floor-length dress and you
can even go super dressy with
accessories like tiaras and gloves!
Merton is the only Oxford college to
host a triennial white tie winter ball,
and the next one is happening this
November! More on this on the next
page.
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Oxford is full of new experiences so if you ever feel like you’ve not quite done
something right - don’t worry. You absolutely don’t have to go and buy a full
formal wardrobe before you arrive; black and white tie can be hired from several
places and you can find ball-type gowns for really cheap in some charity shops!
You may also choose not to go to any balls or formal events, if there’s none that
grab you. So long as you have one or two more formal options you’ll be absolutely
fine and if you get a black suit for sub fusc you can wear it for pretty much any
occasion!

The Merton Winter Ball:
Not being content simply to be your humble (?) JCR Social Media and Publications
Officer, I’ve also taken on the role of Director of Marketing for the Merton Winter
Ball. That means I’m best placed to tell you all about just how brilliant the ball will
be!
The Merton Winter Ball happens trianually, so for most of you this will be the only
ball that happens whilst you’re here, meaning it’s not one to miss. On November
26th Merton will be completely transformed, with bars, food stands and stages
installed all over the quads and gardens. Your ticket will include unlimited food
and drink, and you’ll have access to dodgems, fairground stalls, mini golf, and all
our brilliant music acts, including our headliner which you’ll have to check social
media to discover (@mertonwinterball). Also on our social media is all the
information you’ll need to buy your ticket – once you have your SSO, you’ll be
able to get the Merton tickets here: www.bookoxex.com/Go/MertonWinterBall
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MONEY AND FINANCE
Important
money
stuff
below,
link
with
more
info
https://www.merton.ox.ac.uk/undergraduate/financial-information.

here:

BATTELS Oxford word which means bills, mainly for accommodation. As a
welcome treat, you will find your first battel in your pigeonhole when you arrive –
this needs to be paid by the Friday of 1st Week, either by cheque, bank transfer
or card at the Finance Bursary. If there are genuine reasons why you can’t pay by
that time, then it is important to contact the Finance Bursary
(bursary@merton.ox.ac.uk) as soon as possible.
LAUNDRY There are CIRCUIT laundry facilities (an evil company that you should
curse under your breath at every opportunity) under the JCR and at Rose Lane 5.
Washing and drying each cost a small fee per time; you need a laundry card,
which you can obtain from the machine in the pidge room. Card top ups are done
online, and then by tapping your card on a machine in the laundry room.
PHOTOCOPYING The photocopier can be found in the basement of the OWL
Library, which you’ll need your University Card to use. Photocopying and printing
is freeeeeeee (which it isn’t in most libraries around the uni so do it in College)
BOOK GRANTS The college has a grant that repays up to £100 of expenditure
you incurred on books (and other academic materials) which you had to buy as
part of your studies. Make sure that you keep all of your receipts (including
invoices if ordered from Amazon, for example), so that you can take full advantage
of this! Book grant forms can be completed on the Merton College intranet, and
the deadline is in Friday of 6th Week in each term.
VACATION RESIDENCE AND GRANTS College may be able to give you a room
during the vacation if you really need it and ask nicely in good time. If you have
exams/other academic reasons to stay you likely won’t have to pay. You’ll be
emailed with all the information you need to apply.
TRAVEL GRANTS College has a grant for travel relevant to your course, such as
language exchanges, research, and academic conferences. Applications should be
made to the Student Support Sub-Committee, chaired by the Chaplain, Simon
Jones, by Friday of 4th Week of the term preceding the proposed travel. Details
are usually circulated before the start of each term.
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STUDENT SUPPORT If you ever need financial assistance, then the college, the
University, or the government may be able to provide funds to help you out. If
you'd like to apply for a hardship grant, contact the Chaplain at
simon.jones@merton.ox.ac.uk. The relevant forms for applications to these
different bodies are available on the college intranet. There is also an Oxford
bursary scheme, for which you will be automatically submitted by your LEA if you
applied for a student loan; if not, email oxfordopportunity@admin.ox.ac.uk for
more details on how to apply.
JCR FUNDS The JCR has a large budget which can be spent on pretty much
anything, from pool tables to a PG Tips monkey, so long as it benefits the JCR.
It’s part of the Treasurer’s job to make sure that this money is being well spent –
on what the JCR wants. To that end, motions to alter spending are periodically
introduced and debated in JCR meetings. Perhaps more importantly, if there’s
anything that we’re not spending money on that you think we should, then please
do get in touch (or submit a motion).
Don't Panic: You'll be shown where the Bursary is, and helped with all the official
stuff, in Freshers' Week – and if you have any questions before then, ask one of
the Exec via email or on Facebook.
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GLOSSARY
AHMED Merton's favourite kebab man – winner of the UK Kebab Awards (Kebab
Van Category) 2019. See the entz guide to learn all about the great kebab van
debate.
ALUMNUS Someone who used to go to the college (their alma mater). We tend
to boast about Tolkien, Randolph Churchill, T. S. Eliot, William Harvey, Mark
Haddon, Max Beerbohm, Adam Hart Davies, the current Emperor Naruhito of
Japan, Princess Akiko of Japan, Basil Blackwell, Thomas Bodley, Roger
Bannister...
BATTELS College bills, paid at the start of every term.
BLUE If you represent the University at the highest level in sport, you win a
blue. We're dark blue, Cambridge are light blue. See TAB.
BOD Bodleian Library. Big place with over 7 million books – in fact every book
ever published in the UK. Means there’s little chance to use the ‘I couldn’t find
that book’ excuse. Includes the much-photographed Rad Cam.
BOD CARD Your University Card, used to gain access to the Bod, to take out
library books (except from the Bod, which doesn’t lend), and at Merton, to pay
for food, and (most importantly) to gain access to BOPs... Try not to lose it!
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BOP Fortnightly JCR Entz event, involving fancy dress, drink, dancing, and
music. Ostensibly stands for 'Breach of the Peace'.
BRUNCH Delicious fry-up from 11am every Sunday. One of the most popular
meals.
BURSARY Pay your bills here.
COLLECTIONS College exams, usually at the start of each term. Book tokens if
you get a first, but don’t worry too much about them. That’s what FINALS are
for (or just accept academic mediocrity early on like I did).
DPOP Deputy Principal of the Postmasters, along with the POP (Principal of the
Postmasters), in charge of disciplinary procedures within the college. Turns out
no other college calls them this, tends to be referred to as getting ‘Deaned’.
ENTZ Entertainment provided by the JCR including BOPS, nights out, karaoke
and various other forms of ‘entertainment’.
ESSAY CRISIS Common among arts students. Involves frantically writing an
essay with deadline fast approaching, and kettle on the boil ready for more
coffee.
EXHIBITIONER Someone who gets a first in their PRELIMS or MODS, usually.
Wear fancy gowns and have plenty of book tokens.
FINALS The big ones. Usually third year for artists, and end of each year
(except the first) for scientists. If you want to annoy a finalist, tell them you’re
stressed about your PRELIMS or MODS. Works every time.
FRESHER That's you. Fresh-faced and enthusiastic first-years. We look forward
to meeting you – hopefully you'll look forward to meeting us too (at least
slightly).
GOING DOWN Leaving Oxford.
GRADUATION You’ve finished your degree. Now enjoy the ceremony, the
prestige... and the pretty, furry gown.
HACK Someone active on the political scene for the sake of a principle, that
principle being their self-interest and self-aggrandisement.
HILARY Second term of the year, in spring. Commonly abbreviated along with
year, e.g. HT21 for Hilary Term, 2021.
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JCR Junior Common Room.
JCR EXEC Executive Committee of the JCR. A team of highly dedicated,
fantastically intelligent, and incredibly nice people who represent you to the
college and keep things running smoothly (not me though, it’s a sore point –
look out for my motion to add me to the exec in an OGM).
LABS Practical fun for scientists. Usually one or two afternoons a week.
LECTURES Arts students may have two or three per week. Scientists will usually
have two or three per morning.
MATRICULATION Isn't as painful as it sounds, it’s actually the University
admissions ceremony. You get talked at in Latin for a few minutes by the Vice
Chancellor, and then head straight down to the pub (not an official part of the
ceremony).
MCR Middle Common Room. Common room for graduate students.
MERTON CHRONICLE Scurrilous gossip rag, written by Walter de Merton and
co. Regardless of where, what or when it happened, Walter saw it.
MICHAELMAS First term of the academic year, in autumn. Abbreviated to MT.
MODS Equivalent to Prelims. Exams for subjects such as Law and Classics
(Classics Mods being particularly evil, with over 30 hours in second year) which
occur in Hilary, rather than Trinity term.
OGM Ordinary General Meeting. Fortnightly meetings where JCR matters are
discussed.
PIDGE Pigeonhole. Your port of contact with the outside world. Location of all
incoming mail and internal notices too. Very exciting when you have something
unless it’s from a bank.
PORT Strong, sweet, fortified wine from Portugal. Popular with tutors, subject
dinners, and the TIME CEREMONY. Unpopular with mornings-after.
POSTMASTER Someone promoted from an EXHIBITIONER for further exam
success. Nothing to do with letters.
PRELIMS First-year exams in most subjects. They don't count towards your
degree, but you can get book tokens for good results. See MODS.
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ROWING Popular Oxford sport. Great fun to those who do it, absolute insanity
to those who don't. I’m very much a fan, so hopefully will see lots of you down
at the river.
SCR Senior Common Room. Common room for fellows, and the fellows' body.
SUB FUSC Official garb consisting of white shirts, dark suits, bowties, ribbonties, gowns, and mortar boards for exams, etc. Very stylish and highly
fashionable (see pg. 13).
SUSPENSION Taking time out on health or welfare grounds. Not the same as
being ‘sent down,’ permanent expulsion for academic or disciplinary reasons.
TAB Someone from the Other Place – variously known as Mordor, Hades, and
Cambridge.
TIME CEREMONY Ancient Merton tradition, founded in 557 AD. Walking
backwards around Fellows' Quad when the clocks go back ensures that mystical
time particles ('chronicles') don't disrupt the space-time continuum. Vital for the
continued existence of the Universe – play your part!
TRINITY Third and final term. (Abbreviation: TT)
TUTORIAL Involves you and maybe a few other undergrads discussing your
essay with your tutor. The jewel in the crown of the Oxbridge system, climax of
the academic week, and not as scary as it might seem. Promise.
WARDEN Head of the college. Our Warden is Professor Irene Tracey.
WARDEN’S COLLECTIONS Your annual meeting with the Warden, Senior
Tutor, and subject tutor(s) to discuss your academic progress. Also, not as scary
as they seem.
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KEY CONTACTS (people’s emails come up
automatically when you start typing their name)
l

THE LODGE All enquiries – 01865 276310

l

POLICE Emergency – 999 Non-urgent - 101

l

FINANCE BURSARY Enquiries about battels and payments –
bursary@merton.ox.ac.uk

l

ACADEMIC OFFICE Enquiries about Freshers’ Week and oncourse academic administration – 01865 276329

l

ACADEMIC REGISTRAR/DISABILITY COORDINATOR –
Jemma Underdown

l

COLLEGE NURSE Sara Sobo - 01865 276320

l

CHAPLAIN Dr Simon Jones – 01865 276365

l

THE WARDEN Prof. Irene Tracey

l

PRINCIPAL OF THE POSTMASTERS Dr. Bassel Tarbush

l

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL OF THE POSTMASTERS Tess Johnson

l

DEAN Fra’ John Eidinow

l

WELFARE ADVISER Jennifer Barrett

l

JUNIOR DEANS FOR WELFARE Alex Brown, Philippa Warman

l

BURSAR Charles Alexander (Finance) and Tim Lightfoot (Domestic)

l

FELLOW LIBRARIAN Dr Julia C. Walworth

l

SENIOR TUTOR Dr Jane Gover

l

OXFORD UNIVERSITY Links to faculties, departments, etc. –
www.ox.ac.uk

Important Information | Key Contacts

61

And that’s all we have time for folks
Shoutout to my predecessor, Benedict Yorston, for lots of the actual useful info in
this guide, and all of the typos I had to correct when updating this guide –
appreciate it buddy. All blame for any tasteless jokes should be put squarely on
him, but I also owe him an enormous debt for all his work. Also, all those who
came before him – Jack Horrobin, Adrian Burbie, Jack Philips, Josh Travers, Anna
Gatrell, Caleb Rich, Brendan Kjellberg-Motton, Joe Hackett, Ben Sampson, Freddie
Hendry, Peter Berry, Niall Allsopp, Bill Hellier, Tom Bloom and, in turn, Gary Male,
whose material I have shamelessly copied in the time-honoured fashion.
Also cheers for the many photos (i.e. the nice ones) that are courtesy of the
Merton website and are © John Cairns.
Milo Dennison
August 2022

See you
soon!
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©Milo Dennison 2022
Photos: © John Cairns
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